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CHAMBER FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES TO LOCATE AT DISNEY’S ENTREPRENEUR CENTER

Chamber will serve as Central Florida’s only one-stop shop for disabled entrepreneurs


ORLANDO, Fla.; March 12, 2009 — The Central Florida Chamber for Persons with Disabilities, LLC, dba Central Florida Disability Chamber (“CFDC” or “Chamber”) and the Disney Entrepreneur Center (“DEC”) are pleased to announce a  community partnership, which would locate the newly established local chamber to the DEC’s downtown location at 315 East Robinson Street, Suite 100, Orlando, FL 32801.  

Led by Chamber President Rogue Gallart, the CFDC’s mission will be to provide education that is beneficial to the Central Florida community by providing educational programs on entrepreneurial and disability issues to entrepreneurs with disabilities and by providing educational programs to persons in Central Florida as to the benefits of doing business with persons with disabilities.  The Chamber focuses on helping disabled entrepreneurs learn what is required to form and operate successful businesses and to help such persons do so.
In Central Florida, 15 percent to 20 percent of the population is disabled.  As one might expect, the employment rate for persons of working age who are disabled is very low (some statistics place this rate at less than 40 percent); however, recent statistics show that disabled persons of working age are more likely to start a business than persons of working age in general (a recent statistic placed the difference at over 12 percent of such disabled persons compared to over 8 percent of persons in general).  

The CFDC is committed to helping disabled persons determine whether to actually start a business, and if the decision is made to start a business, helping such persons locate the right resources to start and run a successful business.  Resources include locating capital, counseling as to maintaining disability benefits (e.g., Social Security Disability and Medicare), preparing business plans, and using the variety of small business resources already located at the DEC, including the UCF Small Business Development Center, and  SCORE.  
Jerry Ross, Executive Director of the Disney Entrepreneur Center said, “As our center continues to add dynamic organizations that are focused on small business development, the CFDC is clearly a good match for our mission.” 


The CFDC is one of the first regional chapters of the national business organization that supports and promotes small businesses owned by people affected by disabilities.  The local chamber was originally conceptualized by Broad and Cassel Partner, Peter A. Schoemann, to assist potential entrepreneurs in accessing the resources
needed for small business success.
Schoemann was inspired to initiate the Chamber because of personal ties to the disability community.  Schoemann has two children with autism, and many of his colleagues and fellow chamber board members have disabled family members.  According to Schoemann, “Considering the state of the economy and the low employment rate for persons with disabilities, now is the time to launch a program that will provide disabled persons an opportunity for meaningful employment and that will promote economic development in Central Florida.”
Persons and businesses interested in becoming involved in the many programs offered by the CFDC can become CFDC members.  Membership is free through April 1, 2010.  

The Central Florida Disability Chamber (the “CFDC”), a subsidiary of the Center for Independent Living in Central Florida, Inc., has been created to provide educational programs on entrepreneurial and disability issues to entrepreneurs with disabilities and by providing educational programs to persons in Central Florida as to the benefits of doing business with persons with disabilities.  For more information concerning the CFDC., please e-mail the Chamber at info@disabilitychamber.org.  
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